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THE NEW YORK CASINO. 



The Moresque form of decoration has, of 
recent years, gained steadily in popularity, and 
many of the most prominent and noticeable 
buildings in the city are excellent examples of the 
artistic advantages emanating from the employ- 
ment of the intricate and symmetrical lines that 
go to make up the beautiful designs and patterns 
peculiar to this style. 

Nor is the Moresque confined to public build- 
ings, for which its heavy appearance seems to 
particularly adapt it. Many private houses, dwell- 
ings, and clubs have made use of its eccentricities 
to ornament and adorn their interiors; in fact, at 
this very moment one of the best known of our 
New York business men, is decorating his recep- 
tion room in the most elaborate phase of this 
style, placing upon his walls tiles gathered from 
all parts of Europe, and slabs of ornament molded 
from one that was brought directly from the 
Alhambra. A large Jewish club has recently put 
up a pretentious structure just above Murray Hill, 



and with the same ease that a lath or slat would 
be attached. 

After being fastened in their proper places, 
these plates are colored in any tone that may be 
preferred, to imitate any wood or metallic effect. 
In their employment in the Casino, the treatment 
is almost entirely metallic, very little color is 
used. The material used on the interior is of the 
character of wood ; may be mitred, sawed, and 
planed as readily as wood itself. The coloring of 
the ornament has all the depth of the Oriental, 
the warmth and richness of Eastern interiors. A 
very fine bronze is the prevailing tint; there are 
all the different shades— gold, silver, copper, and a 
variety of others— giving ail effect that is, indeed, 
attractive and showy. 

As an evidence of the great diversity of treat- 
ment of which this relief ornament is capable, it 
is well to notice the decoration of the exterior of 
the building and the groined work in the Arcade 
of the Ombre upon the roof. In these uses the 
solid relief resembles stone in its extreme hard- 
ness. In addition to this variety of forms which 
the relief can be made to take, there is a manifest 



the largest audiences for the next few years at 
any rate. The opera is substituted Sunday nights 
by popular concerts. 

A buffet floor at the top of the house provides 
the necessary restaurant, so that it is possible to 
secure amusement and refreshments all within the 
same building. A flat roof laid out in flower 
patches, with numberless tables and remarkable 
waiters, is opened in the summer, and gives a cool 
delightful refuge after the performance. The 
orchestra adds its music to the other attractions 
of this part of the building, and on a warm night 
it is accepted as one of the delightful resorts of 
the city. 

There are numerous private boxes, all of them 
carried out in every particular, construction, and 
decoration, in harmony with the prevailing style. 



Brass bars are to be placed across the centre 
of the window opening attached to the wall or 
casing on either side, and support a light curtain 
of some pretty material suitable for the summer 
and to admit the breezes of the warmer months. 




VIEW OP THE ENTRANCE AND FLOWER BALCONY OP THE NEW YORK CASINO. 



which is claimed to be the pure Moresque archi- 
tecture, exterior and interior. 

The most artistic and generally pleasing 
example of modern Moresque seen in this city, 
however, is the Casino, at Broadway and Thirty- 
ninth Street. It is the adaptation and utilization 
of the beautiful features of the style to modern 
requirements, and a most charming utilization it 
is, for the decorative features are almost unique in 
their richness. The solid relief plates, serving as 
the ornamentation for the entire building, were 
made by Messrs. Stiepevich & Pattison, and 
consist of a composition of plaster and a variety 
of harder substances, together with a fibrous 
material, which serves to make the composition 
tougher and more tenacious in its particles. This 
composition, when soft and pliable, is forced into 
a mold and receives the design selected in a high 
or low relief as desired. The plates or sheets 
when removed from the mold rapidly harden and 
become very much of the character of wood or 
stone as the circumstances require ; it is then 
screwed to the wall or ceiling in the same way 



advantage in being able both to duplicate cheaply 
any pattern when so desired, or on the other 
hand destroy the patterns (which is usually done) 
so that no designs may be duplicated. 

Our illustration gives the entrance, lobby, and 
ticket office, while immediately above is a gallery 
devoted to the display of exotic plants. A promi- 
nent feature is a largft lantern of wrought iron 
and opalescent glass suspended from the ceiling. 
The arch, beneath which a female figure is stand- 
ing, leads to the cafe*. The box office is made up 
of Cairene lattice-work in wood, the small spindles 
being colored to correspond with the decoration 
of the walls and ceiling. The body of the house, 
the great ceiling over the auditorium, is carried 
out in the same elaborate and elegant manner, 
and the appearance may be very well understood 
from the entrance shown here. 

The Casino was opened late in the winter of 
1882, and has been a popular resort at all seasons 
ever since. The plays have been, and probably 
will continue to be, the lighter form of opera— a 
character of performance that bids fair to attract 



Mosquito nettings in brass, with thin brass frames 
are also made, and quite neat in their appear- 
ance. Brass, in fact, is used now in every avail- 
able place and manner, and its apparent richness 
adds very largely to the general effect, if its 
surroundings correspond in any degree. 



Ink stains can be removed by washing care- 
fully in pure water, then applying oxalic acid ; if 
the latter changes the dye to red tinge, restore 
color by using ammonia. 



Transparent casts of fancy articles may be 
made in a compound of two parts unbaked 
gypsum, one part bleached beeswax, and one part 
paraffine. This becomes plastic at 120 degrees, 
and is quite tough. 



An Elizabethan ceiling, with its intersecting 
curves and angles, is a fine thing for a lofty room. 



